TALL SHIERS Nel0
OOSTERSCHELDE

The largest restored sailing ship in the Netherlands,
Qosterschelde provides sail training, including Tall Ships
races, and a lot more besides. Holly Hollins reports

astersehelde is umique, being the
largest restored Durtch sailing
ship. Rotterdam, her present
home port, is where she started ler cargo
sailing days in 1918, Nowadays people are
her cargo and those lucky enough to sail
aboard have visited Spitzbergen and the
Antarctic, cussed around the world, joned
the Tall Ships® Races and a vancty of fesn
vals, or suled ocean routes
Onsterschelde’s keel was laid in 1917 and
the nexr year, at her launch, she was named
after the castern (ooster) part of the nver

Schelde, which flows from France through
L

m and Antwerp to the Netherlands

oigaal owner was shipping company
HAAS, which sold her in 1921 1o Caprain
Kramer. Her cargoes consisted of clay,
bricks, wood, salted hernings, poratoes,
straw, bananas, crc and her routes took her
around the coasts of Europe and as far as
the Mediterrancan and Africa, [n 1939 her
ownership changed again and she went
under the Danish flag with the name of
Fuglen. Dunng the war she and her crew
had a close call when she hit a mine
Fiftcen years later, sold 1o Sweden and
called Svivan, her routes were concentrared
mn the Baltic Sca. As late as 1970 she was
fully modernised as 2 motor coaster
Captain D van Andel bought her in
1988 and 1two years later the restoration
began with the recomissiomng by HRH
Princess Margrier in 1992, Her prescat

captan, Gerben Nab, has been closely

involved with the project since those early
days. The office 15 based ar Rorterdam
though she i seldom there — this winter
being an exception. In late November she
was at the dey dock at Stellendam for about
10 days for ber annual inspection and a
fresh fayer of paint, some new plumbing
and prpes and general maintenance work
On 21 February she scrs sail south again,
heading on a spring vovage around the
coasts of Sardina and the Baleanic Tsles for
participation in the Ganbaldi Tall Ships*
Regatta being organised by Sail Trainmg
International in Italian warers, Later her
routes takes her north to the Hebrides
where she will make a few voyages out of

Oban before catching up with the Tall Ships
1 the North Sea for the Regarra race from
Hartlepool to Sail Amsterdam, a perfect

place to show off her lustone hentage

High level of authenticity
Ooszerschelde has been restored 1o a very
high level of authenticity with partcular
attention being paid to her unique charac-
ter and tradition. Her dsstinctive lines wall
be admired as she makes short sail-pasts in
front of the ficct of Tall Ships and wadi
tonal vessels moored at the docks during
Sail Amsterdam

At other times she participates in a wade
range of acovities other than voyages.
Fhese include sal training, management
and team-building courses, filming and
photoshoots and all manner of corporare

“Easy to feel
warm and
cosy on board
with
underfloor
heating”

Spacious and efegant
saloon; there's also 3
plano aboard
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“Voyages
combining
island
hopping,
exploring and
blue-water
sailing”

cvents - both moored-up alongside and on
passage. Then there are the programmes
mvolving the ship and her crew with
physically or socially disabled young pex ple
Over the years expencnce has been gamed
in all these spheres and the ship has been
welcomed i numerous ports worldwide
and covered thousands of miles

When sailing in cool chimates like the
Hebrides, Spitzbergen or Antarctica it is
casy to feel warm and cosy on board with
underfloor heating and a wood burning
stove in the saloon. There is also a library,
collected around the workd, and a piano for
music and singing. Other spontancous
events occur when the ship entess poct and
usually prove memorable.

In the 2009 scason on the vovage from
Aberdeen ro Oban, Roclof, who was the

first mate, describes some such unex-
pected moments: “On our first cver visit
to Stornoway we were immediately invited
back to participate in a small sail festval
the following week. Having changed crew
at Oban we went out to St Kilda, a wel
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Making many friends
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ed with Scottish beee. That after

e funcrioned as starming

we left ha

Oosser

races. Whe

fater that day, a fisherman came ale

to present us with some mackerel

come one of thase places

ere we made man cnds and where we

mld love to come back to
Dunng 2010 more ishands arc on the
Hcbrides in

e setting

route. Having returned 1o ¢

the summer, Ooderscinelde w

e Verde Islands, with

=31l to visit the (

voya and hopping, expl

g and blue

il
T

CLASSIC BOAT MARCH 2010

Oosterschelde

Launched: 1915

Builder: Appelo, Awartsluls

owner: Shipping Company Oasterschalde
Flag: Nothesfands

Rig: 3 masted topsail schoones
Construction: steel

Length overall: 50 (16450

Length waterfine: 45, (11511)

Beam: /5m (248 8in)

Draught: 4 (1011

Tonnage: 226 Gl

Sail area: 891m’ (95915010

Engine: 6-Cylindor Deutz - 160hp
Complement at sea: /4 guests plus 8
Crew; 120 guests on daytrnips

Usage: cruising /sail taining/ oftshore
Voyaging/ corporate hospitafity events

Shipping Co Oosterscholde, 00 Bax 23429,

3001 KX Rottecdam, Netherlands
Tek 131 104 364258, Fax: 131104 36210
www.oosterschelden!




